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Happinefs_ properly Eftimated : - 


OR, 


Remarkable Inftances of CRUELTY to BRuTES. 


Let thofe whom fally prompts to fneer, 
Be told we fport with fable here ; 
Be told that brutes can morals teach, 


And trees like foundef cafuifts preach, 


nicate happinefs is the charatteriftic of virtue, yet 

this-happinefs is feldom confidered as extending be- 
yond our ‘own fpecies ; and no man is thought to become 
vicious by facrificing the life of an-animal to the pleafure 
of hitting a mark. It is, howevér, certain, that by this a& 
more» happinefs is deftroyed than produced ; except it be 
fuppofed, that happinefs fhould be eftimated, not in propor- 
tion to its degree only, but to the rank of the being by whom 
it is enjoyed: but this is a fuppofition, which perhaps cannot 
eafily be fupported. Rzason, from which alone man de- 
rives his fuperiority, fhould, in the prefent queftion, be 
confidered only as Sensizitity: a blow produces more 
pain to a man, than to a brute; becaufe to a man it is 
aggravated by afenfe of indignity, and is felt as often as it 
is remembered ; in the brute it produces only corporal pain, 
which in a fhort time ceafes for ever. But it may be juftly 
afferted, that the fame degree of pain in both fubjeéts, is in 
the fame degree an evil ; and that it cannot be wantonly in- 
flicted, without equal violation of right. Neither does it 
follow from the contrary pofitions, that man fhould abftain 
from animal food; for by him that kills mérely to eat, life 
is facrificed only to life; and if man had lived upon fruits 
and herbs, the greater part of thofe animals which die to fur- 
nifh his table, would never have lived; inftead of increafing 
the breed as a pledge of plenty, he would have been com- 
pelled to deftroy them to prevent a famine. 

Tusre is great difference between killing for food, and 
for {port. To take pleafure in that by which pain is in- 
fli€ted, if it is not vicious, is dangerous; and every. practice 
which, if not criminal in itfelf, yet wears out the fympa- 
thizing fenfibility of a tender mind, muft render human 
nature proportionably lefs fit for fociety. In my purfuit of 
this train of thought, I confidered the inequality with which 
happinefs appears to be diftributed among the brute creation, 
as different animals are in a different degree expofed to the 
capricious cruelty of mankind; and in the fervor of my 
imagination, I began to think it poffible that they might 


"Tse it be generally allowed, that to commu- 


participate in a future retribution; efpecially as mere matter. 


and motion approach no nearer to fenfibility, than to thought : 
andhe, who will not venture to deny that brutes have fenfibility, 
fhould not haftily pronounce, that they have only a mate- 
rial exiftence. While my mind was thus bufied, the evening 
ftole imperceptibly away ; and at length morning fucceeded 
to midnight; my attention was remitted by degrees, and I 
fell afleep in my chair. 

Though the labours of memory and judgment were now at 
an end, yet fancy was ftill bufy : by this roving wanton I was 
conduéted through a dark avenue, which, after many wind- 
ings, terminated in a place which fhe told me was the ely- 
fium of birds and beafts. Here I beheld a great variety of 
animals, whom I perceived to be endowed with reafon and 
fpeech: this prodigy, however, did not raife aftonifhment, 
but curiofity. 1 was impatient to learn what were the topics of 
difcourfe in fuch an affembly ; and hoped to gain a valuable 
addition to my remarks upon human life. For this purpofe I 
approached a Horse andan Ass, who feemed to be engaged 
in ferious converfation; but | approached with great caution 
and humility : for I now confidered them as ina ftate {uperior 


to mortality; and I feared to incur the contempt and indig- | 


nation, which naturally rife at the fight of a tyrant who is di- 
vefted of his power. My caution was, however, unneceffary, 
for they feemed wholly to difregard me, and by degrees I came 
near enough to overhear them. 

‘“* Ir I had perifhed,” faidthe Ass, ‘* when I was difmiffed 
‘* from the earth, I think I fhould have been a lofer by my 
** exiftence: for during my whole life, there was fcarce an 
** interval of an hour, in which I did not fuffer the accumu- 
‘« lated mifery of blows, hunger, and fatigue. When I was 
a colt, I was flolen by a Gipfy, who placed two children 
“* upon my back in a pair of panniers, before I had perfeétly 
acquired the habit of carrying my own weight with fteadi- 
““ nefs and dexterity. By hard fare and ill treatment, I 
quickly became blind; and when the family, to which I 
belonged, went into their winter-quarters in Norwood, I 
** was flaked as a bet againft a couple of geefe, which had 
been found by a fellow who came by, driving before him 
two of my brethren, whom he had overloaded with bags 
“¢ of fand: a halfpenny was thrown up; and, to the inex- 
** preflible increafe of my calamity, the dealer in fand was 
‘* the winner. 

‘“ WueN I came to town I was harneffed with my two 
‘** wretched affociates to a cart, in. which my new matter had 
** piled up his commodity till it would hold no more. The 
‘¢ load was fo difproportionate to our {trength, that it was 
‘* with the utmoft difficulty and labour dragged very flowly 
** over the rugged pavement of the ftreets, in which every 
‘* ftone was an almoft infuperable obftacle to our progrefs, 
One morning very early, as we were toiling up Snow-hill 
‘* with repeated efforts of {ftrength, that was flimulated even 
to agony, by the inceffant ftrokes of a whip, which had 
already laid our loins bare even to the bone; it happened, 
‘* that being placed in the fhafts, and the weight prefling hard 
‘upon me, [ fell down. Our driver regarded my misfor- 
tune, not with pity but rage: and the moment he turned 
‘‘ about, he threw a flick with fuch violence at my head, 
that it forced out my eye, and pafling through the focket 
‘ into the brain, I was inftantly difmiffed from that mifery, 
the comparifon of which with my prefent ftate conftitutes 
great part of its felicity. But you, furely, if I may judge, 
by your ftature, and the elegance of your make, was among 
the favourites of mankind ; you was placed in a higher and ~ 
a happier {tation ; you was not the flave of indigence, but 
the pride of greatnefs; your labour was fport, and your 
reward was triumph, eafe, plenty and attendance.” 
‘* Ir is true;”’ replied the Srxgp, “ I was a favourite ; but 
what avails it to be the favourite of caprice, avarice and 
‘* barbarity ? My tyrant was a wretch, who had gained a 
confiderable fortune by play, particularly by racing. I 
had won him many large fums; but being at length ex- 
cepted out of every match, as having no equal, he regarded 
even my excellence with malignity, when it was no longer 
fubfervient to his intereft.. Yet I ftill lived in eafe and 
plenty ; and as he was able to fell even my pleafures, though 
my labour was become ufelefs, I had a feraglio, in which 
there was a perpetual fucceffion of new beauties. At laft, 
however, another competitor appeared: I enjoyed a new. 
triumph by anticipation ; I rufhed into the field, panting for 
the conqueft ; andthe firft heat I put my mafter in potletlion 
of the flakes, whieh amounted to ten thoufand pounds. 
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é¢ The proprietor of the mare that 1 had diftanced, OE 
« flanding this difgrace, declared with great zeal, that < 
‘¢ fhould run the next day againft any gelding in the ee 
* for double the fam: my matter immediately accepted t e 
t* challenge, and told him, that he would the next day pro- 
* duce a gelding that fhould beat her: but what was » 
© aftonifhment and indignation, when I difcovered that be 
« moft cruelly and fraudulently intended to qualify me ie 
‘* this match upon the fpot: and to facrifice my life ae 
‘¢ very moment in which every nerve fhould be ftrained in 
his Jervice’! 

i As I knew it would be in vain to refift, I fuffered my- 
¢ {elf to be bound: the operation was performed, and I was 
«* inftantly mounted and f{purred on to the goal. Injured - 
«* I was, the love of glory was ftill fuperior to the defire o 
s* revenge’: I determined to die as I had lived, without an 
** equal; and having again won the race, I funk down at 
‘ the poft in an agony, which foon after. put an end to my 
Cente. ae 

“Aa I had heard this horrid narrative, which indeed I 
remembered to be true, I turned about in honeft confufion, and 
blufhed that I wasaman. But my refleétions were interrupted 
by the notes of a BracksirD, who was finging the ftory of his 
own fate with a melody that irrefiftibly compelled my ee: 
By this gentle and harmonious being, I was not treated a 
equal contempt; he perceived that I liftened with curlo me 
and, interrupting his fong, “ Stranger,” fays he, “ though 
‘© am, as thou fecit, in the fields of elyfium, yet my happinefs 
‘« is not complete ; my mate is flill expofed to the miferies of 
‘mortality, and I am {lill vulnerable in her. O! ftranger, to 
** bribe thy friend{hip, if peradventure it may reach my love, 


© J will gratify the curiofity with which thy looks enquire after 


“me. I fell by, the unprovoked enmity of man, In that 
 feafon when the di@ates of nature are love. | But let not 
«* my cenfure be univerfal; for as the elegy which I fing was 
‘* written by a human being, every human being is not dei- 
“© titute of compaffion, nor deaf to the language In which our 
«© joys and fears are expreffed.” He then, after a {weet though 
fhort preluce, made the grove again echo with his fong. 


The fun had chac’d the winter’s fnow, 
And kindly loos’d the froft-bound foil ; 

The melting ftreams began to flow, 
And ploughmen urg’d their annual toil. 


*T was then amid the vernal throng, 
Whom nature wakes to mirth and love, 

A BLacKBIRD sais’d his am’rous fong, 
And thus it echo’d thro’ the grove.s 


e¢ ©! faireft of the feather’d train, 

«© For whom I fing, for whom [I burn ; 
<¢ Attend with pity to my ftrain, 

«© And grant my love a kind return. 


«© See, fee, the winter’s ftorms are flown, 
«¢ And Zephyrs gently fan the air ! 

«¢ Let us the genial influence own, 
«¢ Let us the vernal paftime fhare. 


«¢ The Raven plumes his jetty wing, 
“ To pleafe his croaking paramour § 
«¢ The Larks refponfive love-tales fing, 
«© And tell their patlions as they foar. 


«s But truft me, love, the Raven’s wing 
«© Ts not to be compar’d with mine 5 
¢¢ Nor can the Lark fo {weetly fing 
‘> As I, who {trength with fweetnefs join. 


«¢ With thee I'll prove the fweets of love, 
<¢ With thee divide the cares of life ; 
«< No fonder hufband in the grove, 
«© Nor none than thee a happier wife. 


‘¢ Jl] lead thee to the cleareft rill, 

<* Whofe ftreams among the pebbles ftray 
« "There will we fit and fip our fill, 

“* Or on the flow’ry border play. 


“¢ T’ll guide thee to the thickeft brake, 
«© Impervious to the fchool-boy’s eye : 
<¢ For thee the plaifter’d neft I'll make, 
«© And on thy downy pinions lie. 


« To get thee food I’ll range the fields, 
«¢ And cull the beft of ev’ryskind ; 

«* Whatever nature’s bounty yields, 
«6 Or love’s affiduous care can find. 


’ 


«¢ And when my lovely mate would ftray, 
<< To tafte the fummer’s {weets at large, 
*¢ At home I’ll wait the live long day, 
«« And tend at home our infant charge. 


ae 
ompted by a mother's care 
; = in ae fhall form th’ imprifon’d young; 
<¢ ‘With thee the tafk I'll fondly fhare, 
«¢ Or cheer thy labours with my fong. 


‘d his fong. The melting dame 
a With tender na heard his ftrain ; 
She felt, fhe own’d a mutual flame, 
And haften’d to relieve his pain. 


He led her to the nuptial bow’r, 
Nt neftled clofely to her fide, 

The happieft bridegroom in that hours 
And fhe the moft enamour’d bride. 


Next morn he wak’d her with a fong— 
« Arife! behold the new-born day ! 

ss The Lark his matin peal has rung; 
‘¢ Arife, my love, and come away ! 

‘Together through the fields they ftray’d 
And to the verdant riv’let’s fide, ; 

Renew’d their vows, and hopp’d and play’ds 
With honeft joy and decent pride. 


But, O! my mufe with pain relates 
The mournful fequel of my tales 
Sent by an order of the Fates, 
A gunner met them in the vale. 


Alarm’d, the lover cry’d, ‘* My dear, 
‘«¢ Hafte, hafte away ; from danger fly ! 

«« Here, gunner, turn thy vengeance, here ! 
<< ©! {pare my love, and let me die.” 


At him the gunner took his aim ; 

The aim he took was much too true 5 
O! had he chofe fome other game, 

Or fhot as he had us’d to do! * 


Divided pair! forgive the wrong, 

While I with tears your fate rehearfe : 
I'll join the widow’s plaintive fong, 

And fave the lover in my verfe. 


The emotions which this fong produced in my bofom, awaked 
me; and I immediately recolleéted, that while I flept, my 
imagination had repeated ‘* an elegy occafioned by fhooting 
‘© a BLACKBIRD On Valentine’s-day,” which had afew days 
before been communicated to me by a gentleman, who is not 
only eminent for tafte, literature and virtue, but for his zeal in 
defence of that religion, which moft ftrongly inculcates com- 
paffion to inferior natures, by the example of its Divine 
Autuor, who gave the moft ftupendous proof of his compatf- 
fion for ours. 


* Never having killed any thing before or fince. 


HIGH METTLED RACER. 


bs a the courfe throng’d with gazers, the {ports are begun, 
The confufion but hear !—I’ll bet you, fir—done, done ; 
Ten thoufand ftrange murmurs refound far and near, 
Lords, hawkers, and jockies affail the tir’d ear : > 
While with neck like a rainbew, erecting his creft, 
Pamper’d, prancing, and pleas’d, his head touching his breaft, 
Scarcely {nuffing the air, he’s fo proud and elate, ‘ 
- The high-mettled racer firft ftarts for the plate, 


Now reynard’ds turn’d out, and o’er hedge and ditch rufh, 
Hounds, horfes, and hunt{men, all hard at his bruth : 
‘They run him at length, and they have him at bay, 
And by fcent and by view, cheat a long tedious Way : 
While alike born for {ports of the field or the courfe, 
Always fure to.come thro’, a ftaunch and fleet horfe : 
When fairly run down, the fox yields up his breath, 
The high-mettled racer is in at the death. 


Grown aged, ufed up, and turn’d out of the itud, 
Lame, {pavin’d, and wind-gall’d, but yet with fome blood ; 
While knowing poftilions his pedigree trace, 
Tell his dam won this fweepitakes, his fire gain’d that race ; 
And what matches he won to the oftlers count o’er, 
As they loiter their time at fome hedge ale-houfe door, 
While the harnefs fore galls, and the fpurs his fides goad, 
The high-mettled racer’s a hack on the road, 

pe 


Till at laft, having labour’d, drudg’d early and late, 
Bow’d down by degrees, he bends on to his fate : 
Blind, old, lean, and feeble, he tugs round a mill, 
Or draws fand, till the fand of his hourglafs ftands ftill ; 
_ And now, cold and lifelefs expos’d to the view 
In the very fame cart which he yelterday drew, 
. While a pitying crowd his fad relicks furrounds, 
The high-mettled racer is fold for the hounds. 
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